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j c  CRIMES  OFFICE 

Jud6j  ..dv  .c-\to  Ojnjr  l's  DopvU  ont  -  b.r  Dop-irtnunt 
Unitod  Stntos  of  ..nuric®, 


In  tho  nr.ttor  of  tho  ir.pris  inmint, 
und-r  i.upropor  c,ndiT,i  ns,  of  civ- 
ili-  n  intern -'Os  by  tho  J'vpvuso  '.t 
tho  Pootung  -nt-rnnont  Cvip,  Sh-mgh-.i, 
C  in'1.,  bjt  .  'on  Fsbrutry  15,  1943  '‘.nd 
.ugust  1945 


Porpotu".tion  of  tho  tosti- 
sn.  ny  f  John  Rob  or  t  do  Itri, 
Civil! 


T’.kon  ’t; 


1270  vVsnuj  of  th,  ..moric'ts,  (doom  803*), 
M si  Y  >rk  20,  N.Y. 


D.j^o:  15  Fjbrirry  1946 

In  tho  pros  one o  >f:  .rthur  F.  Voddor,  Spoci  1  ..gont,  1251 

S-C.b.,  F.P.I.  Soc.,  Intol.  Br.,.  Soc. 

->nd  Intol.  biv.,  H2.  2nd  3.C.,  1270 
..vonuo  of  tho  .onoric's,  bow  Y-rk  20,  N.Y. 


RoP-rtor:  ..rthur  F.  Voduor,  Spoci-’JL  .gont. 

Questions  by:  Artnur  F .  Voduor,  Spuci.l  ..gont. 

|  G  PIj'.sj  st  to  y  ur  nvio,  occup\ti^n,  nd  pornnnont  homo  iddross. 

I  ..  Jjhn  R-bort  do  Ur  .  Prior  t>  ray  intornnont  by  tho  J  p_nosu  I  vr\s 

..soiat-.nt  tUn-igor  in  Ghuigh'i,  Chin5'.,  f--r  tho  .lioricn  F:>roic.n  Insurance 
.ssoci  tion.  I  vi  ns/t  ,/ith  tho  Stvid  rd  Oil  C-onp  ny  .nd  oxpoct  t-  bo 
I  -ssigriud  to  tho  Nothorlvids  ,/ost  Indies,  Ifr  pjm-'jriont  h^no  -\ddross  is  - 
i  2346  Nf-ri.h  El  Ewlino  ..vonuo,  ..It '•.don-’,  Ctliforni®.  _ „ 

r  Vhon  '’.nd  whoro  v'oro  y.u  born  •'nd  vvh'.t  is  y  ur  rntrit'O.  status? 

.  I  vns  born  in  I'oxio  City,  8  J?mrry  1907.  I  \a  \  Unitod  St->tos  citizon, 
no  I  -in  uro-.rri.Ki. 


Q  i.h  t  fonvl  schooling  hnvo  you  hnd? 

I  rocoivod  3.3.  in  Qusinoss  .dmi..istr',.ti  n  *\t  tho  Univorsity  of 
3  uthorn  C"iliforni*’  in  1933,  ’.nd  -n  •••  •»  't  tho  Univorsit;  of  Southom 
C  lifvrni  .  in  1936,  ond  -n  tf.B.  ..  •'t  H\rv  rd  Univorsity  in  1936. 

6  Did  y.u  roc.snt,ly  roturn  to  tho  Unitod  St-tos  from  oVorsuns? 

..  I  -.rrivod  vt  S-n  Francisco,  C-.liforni'1.,  in  thj  first  p-.rt  of  Hovombor 
1945  -pproximvtoly,  on  tho  U.S.3.  ‘I-tV'Ct". 

Q  ,jrj  y^u  civili-n  intornoo  of  tho  J~.p  noso? 

.  Yus.  I  w\s  ttkon  in  custouy  by  tho  Jtp  noso  on  15  Fobru  ry  1943,  ’.nd 
w-.s  inenreor-.tod  in  whnt  tho  J  p  noso  c-llod  "Footling  Civil  .ssombly 
Cantor",  rt  Footling,  Chino,  -.cross  tho  rivor  from  Shvigh\i.  I  wns  hold 
thor j  until  libor'.ton  ^.t  tho  ond  of  tho  wir  in  ..ugust  1945. 
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Q  What  did  ymi  dw  pri-r  to  February  15,  1943  and  since  the  beginning  of 
th^  war  between  J  .p  n  ''nh  ..merica? 

i.  .»e  were  -.11  free  t;  and  cone  in  Shanghai,  tinder  vri.us  restrictions, 
excepting  t a.se  against  when  the  Japanese  h  .d  special  grievances. 


C! 


0. 


Q 


ih"t  -uarters  w.n  furnished  y--u  .t  the  poit.ung  Internnent  Camp? 


Ft  living  quarters  v/o  Were  assigned  t.  ..hat  had  f  rnorly  boon  tibacco 
w\reh..Uses,  v»5.*d  by  the  British-  merican  Tobacc  j  C-mpany.  Ihese  build¬ 
ings  h  M  '  •  r.‘y  boon  c  .ndomnod  by  this  c  mpany  as  ini.daqtn.to  and  unsafe 
f  r  the  a.  nge  f  t  bacc^..  They  were  very  old  buildings. 

>ero  the  buildings  utfitted  by  the  <J~.p~r.ese  for  living  quarters? 

No,  they  ./ere  empty  buildings  when  v;e  n»vod  in,  and  anything  t.hit  we  had 
there  in  tile  lir.e  -f  bedding  and  furniture  •was  ill  brought  in  by  us.  /a 
often  hid  t  bring  the  chairs  in. 

••hit  /ere  the  sanitary  -icilitios  it  this  c~np? 


l 

i 


i 


A  >V tt  wei’j  n  t  too  bidly  .ff  in  th~t  regard.  F.r  two  rooms,  in  which  wero 
issigned  i'o  ut  tw  hundred  pe.  pie,  we  h’.d  three  t  diets.  This  mide  a 
difficult  situation  ~s  i  greit  many  peeple  wera  ill  f r  .u  fe  d  poisoning 
and  were  afflicted  with  v~.ri-us  f.rus  of  digestive  disturb  nces. 

^  wh  it  bi thing  facilities  were  furnished? 

..  Ae  hid  seven  showers  f^r  approximately  one  th.usand  one  hundred  (1,100)  ; 

internees  am.  nmy  times  tw.,  ,r  three  „f  them  w„uld  be  ut  cf  condition,  t 

4  i/erj  the  heiting  ficilitio3  iduquita?  j 

* 

A  Fer  the  winters  el  1944  nd  1945  we  had  no  he  .t  '..hats -ever,  The  tempera-  j 
ture  went  .s  low  is  20 J  f.  in  our  camp.  During  our  incarceration  Sh^ngh^i* 
hid  ena  _f  tha  hardest  winters  in  fifty  or  sixty  yoars.  .  reservoir 
within  the  c-cjpeund  froze  solid.  During  the  first  vieaks  .f  our  imprison¬ 
ment,  in  thJ  winter  of  1943,  we  did  hive  i  st  -ve. 


4  './ore  complaints  mido  to  the  J'panese  auth.ritios  regirding  this  situation?. 

.  Yes.  Uur  camp  representatives  made  efforts  to  obtain  heating  facilities, 
but  tile  J  <p  nose  c  ,;nmand  ant  informed  them  that  they  ..ere  not  available. 

I 

^  Did  the  Japanese  guards  have  heating  facilities? 

Yes,  they  had  co-1  3t>vos  in  their  guard  houses.  i 

I 

Q  /ere  the  internees  furnished  with  adacuate  cl  thing? 

.  Iho  Japanese  pr  ;vidod  n"<  clothing.  .*11  wa  had  was  what  wa  brought  to  the 
camp  with  us  and  what  the  Am eric  an  Red  Cress  sent  in  on  two  shipments. 

Many  p~  pie  c  uld  nit  if f ird  clothing,  bec->U30  of  the  exorbitant  prices, 

~r.d  did  n  ; t  have  it  when  they  went  into  the  camp.  There  was  a  particular 
need  f  .r  pr  per  shoes  and  warm  s-cks. 

4  ./ill  you  describe  the  f  v  od  rations  furnished  the  internees? 

I 

A  .*t  first  they  furnished  enough  f~od  to  maintain  the  health  ef  the  in¬ 
ternees,  but  they  kept  reducing  the  rations  until  it  last  we  were  getting 
ene-fourth  ef  meat  ef  wh  t  we  wore  receiving  at  the  beginning  of  eur  in¬ 
ternment.  They  weulci  run  out  of  rice,  which  was  the  mainstay  ef  our  diet 
tnd  -ill  they  would  furnish  us  from  time  to  timo  would  be  flour,  from 
which  we  made  biscuits. 
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Q  Do  you  know  whether  tho  Japanese  were  able  to  obtain  sufficient  food 
for  tho  internees? 

«.  Tne  Japanese  army  provided  tho  food  and  thoy  hod  it  fir  themselves; 
they  -..oro  able  ty  commandeer  it. 

^  ./ill  y.u  describe  what-.  the  ration  was  during  tho  last  yoar  of  y*.ur  in¬ 
ternment? 

rt  *b>.ut  a  yoar  before  the  war  ended  tho  ration  was  reduced  below  the 
standard  necessary  U  maintain  ho-alth.  wo  received  no  breakfast.  Tho 
other  me'ls  v.ero  inadequate  and  wo  wore  always  hungry*  I  was  fortunate 
in  that  I  had  a  friend  on  the  outside  whv  sent  uo  ten-p^una  f-od  packages 
once  a  month,  but  that  would  last  me  unly  fvur  or  five  days. 

Q  Did  y.u  lose  any  weight  as  a  result  of  this  diet? 

A  I  lost  '’bout  ton  or  fiftoon  pounds  from  a  normal  weight  of  nbvut  158 
pounds.  I  did  not  lose  as  much  weight  as  many  of  the  interneos,  as  I 
have  always  been  thin,  I  am  6'  tall.  However,  losing  these  ten  or 
fifteen  pounds  put  me  in  such  condition  that  I  was  too  weak  to  exercise* 
Some  '.f  the  internees  lost  as  much  as  sixty  pounds. 

Q  /Till  y.u  describe* a  typical  meal  at  the  camp? 

A  In  the  last  year  for  lunch  we  would  receive  ab_ut  a  coffee  cupful  of  rice. 
Tiis  rice  was  n  t  the  clean  white  rice  that  we  aro  accustomed  t>  in  this 
c  untry,  but  apparently  consisted  of  tho  sweepings  and  the  rice  container 
much  fv.rjign  material,  such  as  dirt  and  grit,  which  it  was  impossible  to 
sapnrate  from  the  edible  porti  ns.  Ihey  would  also  give  us  bread  which 
our  d  ct  rs  in  the  camp  -'nalyzod  and  f  und  t.  be  made  from  a  soybean 
residue,  which  contained  practically  n,  feed  value.  It  would  crumble  as 
we  tried  t.  cut  it  and  -trur  times  it  would  be  sticky  and  of  such  glue¬ 
like  c.  nsist  jncy  that  we  w,uld  be  unable  t.  eat  it.  .Jmg  with  this  they 
w  mid  givo  us  a  watery  stew  which  c-uld  easily  be  contained  .n  an  ordinary 
dinner  pl'rte.  .jn  internee  WvUld  be  fortunate  if  there  was  a  piece  of 
water  buff al.  neat  in  that  stuW  as  big  as  the  ond  vf  a  man * s  thui’b.  In 
the  evening,  f^r  dinner,  we  w.  uld  receive  exactly  the  same  menu,  -  it 
never  varied,  unless  they  ran  eut  .f  .no  ,.f  the  ingredients  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  f.r  aim  st  a  y>ar  they  gave  us  n.  beverage  t  'll.  They  dwled 
-ut  a  month's  supply  f  sugar,  each  n-nth,  which  amounted  t.  ab.ut  two 
and  .ne-half  tabl  jspe.;nsful. 

Q  Did  y.u  have  any  way  t  supplement  y  ur  diet,  ^ther  th-m  personal  c  ntri- 
buti.ns  fr.m  frionas? 

A  .»t  first  wo  had  a  canteen  in  the  camp  which  was  pretty  good,  and  v/e  were  I 
allowed  v>8.00  United  states  iirnoy  t.  purchase  feed  at  this  canteon*  „s  ! 
time  wont  n  the  Japanese  s-  manipulated  the  various  currency  oxchango 
values  inv  lved,  s  that  finally  our  ip8.00  g.t  us  practically  nothing  at 
the  canteen  and,  difring  the  last  year,  we  had  n  canteen. 

« 

^  .ere  the  medic al  treatment  and  facilities  furnished  the  internees 
ade*u  ate? 

I 

A  /e  wore  f  rtun-’to  in  that  we  had  f  ur  r  five  doct  rs  f  <vUr  .wn,  but  it  j 
was  difficult  f  .r  them  t  get  medicines  and  equipment.  J.1  they  had  was 
wh*t  the  .jaerican  He d  Criss  had  sent  in.  The  Japanese  furnished  ne  medi¬ 
cine  or  su  plies.  After  the  first  six  ninths  the  nly  dentists  wo  had  in 
the  camp  v/er«  repatriated.  Aftjr  that  occurred  the  J^p^n^se  dentist  came  < 
t  the  c^mp  nee  a  week,  but  there  were  s;  many  v/aiting  f  r  appointments 
that  ;ne  w  -uld  have  t  wait  nine  months  t.  see  this  dentist.  Finally 
this  dentist  st.  pped  cming  and  the  .nly  .  ne  wo  had  t_  tako  care  if  tha 
teeth  was  an  il  engineer,  whv  gained  his  kn  vf ledge  s -lolv  from  observing 
tho  Japanese  dentist's  rr  rk. 
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..  Th.ro  wis  i  hospital  icross  river  frem  cimp  but  I  hiva  baon  infannad  tint  | 
it  wis  operitoa  under  vjry  unsitisf ictary  Cenditins.  I  understmd  thay 
hid  nurses  it  tho  hespitil  \nd  the  pitiants  wora  obliged  to  ciro  for 
.'iw  in  thor. 


Q  .the  wora  y.ur  c  mp  reprasantitivas? 

..  ..t  first  eur  ..moricin  roproaont  vtivj  vns  Bill  .-(yin  .f  tho  Chiso  Miti^n  .1 
3  nk.  ho  . s  rapitrivtod  in  1943  md  wj  wore  than  represented  by  i 
iir.  ililt^n  Bitos,  wh.  ;r.s  employed  by  the  Niti  nil  City  Bink.  Ho  vns 
our  represent  .tive  until  noir  the  and  ef  the  imprisonment.  The  list 
ropresjnt'tivj  vns  Ga-rgo  L.  .c.ck,  v/he  hid  bean  icting  treasurer  -f  St. 
John's  University  in  Shinghii. 

Q  .'Vh->  wis  the  jipuieso  cuamiadint  vf  the  cimp? 


..  His  nmo  was  Tsuchiyi. 

Hj  vn.s  i  representative  f  tho  Jipmoso  Consulate  ind  hid  boon  issignad 
tj  tho  brmch  of  thit  office  in  Shinghii.  Ha  vns  in  chirgj  of  thit  cimp 
f:r  ib  >ut  throo-f'urths  f  tho  tiro.  I  d  ;n't  think  ho  vns  rosp.nsiblo 
f.  r  conditions  in  tho  cimp.  I  don't  rocill  tho  nmo  vf  the  Jipinoso 
camnnndtnt  who  succoodod  him. 


rr 


Q  Is  thoro  iny  athar  iton  of  mistreatment  of  tho  intarnoes  thit  you  ciro 
ti  commont  .n? 

Yjs.  de  wore  oxp.  sod  t-e  possible  iir  ittick  duo  t.  tho  fict  thit  thoro 
war j  legitir.ito  military  .bjoctivos  idjicont  te  tho  c«mc,  Thoy  hid  troops^ 
quirtorod  in  i  building  next  t.  us  which  I  .bsorvad.  \b  ut  fifty  foot 
d  wn  tho  r  «id  thoro  wis  in  ontrinco  to  i  building,  thr  ugh  which  I  ob- 
sorvod  Jipinoso  cirryin^  imraunition  for  stirigo. 

There  w.ro  sovoril  mti-iircrift  guns  cl.so  to  tho  cimp  md  thoy  c-  uld 
bo  soon  f r  on  tho  cimp. 

Thoy  ils  c  nstructod  concrete  pillb .xos  .nd  uichino  gun  onplic aments, 
dusibnod  t  ij..podo  i  possible  invision.  One  ef  thoso  michino  gun  emplace¬ 
ments  wis  n  t  ever  ton  foot  f r-m  mj  .f  thj  internment  cmp  buildings. 

On  tno  ..ther  sidj  ef  the  c-mp^und  thoy  hid  civilrymen  ind  their  h-rsos 
stvti  nod. 

Tho  J  ip  me  so  w-.uld  n.t  pon.it  us  te  mirk  internment  cmp  buildings,  so 
th  t  We  WeUld  n.t  bo  subject  t.  nids  until  i  wook  bef.ro  tho  ond  vf  tho 
vrir,  when  thoy  pori-ittod  us  t.  mirk  thorn  with  whito  er  ases.  They  stitod 
thit  such  m'rks  >n  tho  buildings  .t.uld  servo  is  i  guide  t  tho  ‘.noricin 
lirmon,  _ 


L_ 


?  Is  thoro  inything  also  partinont  t  this  inquiry  *hich  you  ciro  t  stito? 
•.  N  . 


/s/  J  hn  R  bert  do  Liri 


St- to  ef  Mow  Y  rk 
C  unty  f  Now  York 


J  hn  .t  bert  do  Lin,  Civilian 


SS 


I,  J  hn  H  bai  t  do  Liri,  f  liwful  •’go,  being  duly  sworn  n  nth,  stito  thit 
I  hivo  raid  tha  f  reg  ing  tr  mscripti .-n  »f  ny  interrog^ti' n  ind  ill  inswors 
c  nt-inod  therein  iro  true  t  tho  best  .,f  my  kn  wlodgo  ind  belief . 

/s/  J  hn  R.bort  da  L’n _ 

J  .'hn  H;.bart  do  I  r->,  Civil i in 

Subscribed  md  sw.rn  t  baf  ro  mo  this  18th  diy  f  Fobruiry  1946. 

J'.  as  ..  Laising,  2nd  Lt.  CMP 

Sunrr.ry  C  -urt  / 
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I,  ..rthur  F.  Vedder,  Spoci'-.l  ..gant,  SIC,  1251st  SCU,  FPI,  33D, 
certify  t:.  t  J.hn  JUbert  do  Lr.ra,  Civiii\n,  person  lly  ^ppa-vrod  before  na 
-n  15  rjoru  r;.  1946,  :nd  testified  concerning  .v.r  crimes;  **na  th’.t  the  f..-ra- 


is  -ui  iccurtte  tr  erscripticn  »f 
;_uesti.ns  set  f.rt... 

Plnce:  Njv.  y  rk  Jity 
D-'.te:  18  Febru  .ry  1946 


the  ‘Uiswers  given  by  him  te  the  3evdro.l 


.  /a/  . .rthur  F.  Vedder _ 

..rthur  F.  Veduer,  Speci'l  ..gent,  SIC 
1251st  SCU,  F. reign  1  .sitiVe  Intelli¬ 
gence  Secti.n,  Security  Intelligence 
Division,  Hj'.d  u^.rters.  Second  oervice 
C'.mmtnd,  1270  ..venue  ef  the  .juaricas. 
New  York  20,  N.  Y. 
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